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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 
 
This measure would merge Lewis County Fire Protection District Number 17 (“Fire District 17”) 
into Pierce County Fire Protection District Number 23 (“Fire District 23”).   
 
The Board of Commissioners of Fire District 17unanimously approved and filed a petition with 
Fire District 23 requesting that Fire District 17 be merged into Fire District 23.  The Board of 
Commissioners of Fire District 23 unanimously passed a resolution approving Fire District 17’s 
petition seeking the merger.  Voter approval of Proposition No. 1 by the registered votes of Fire 
District 17 is the final step in this merger process. Upon approval by Fire District 17 voters, Fire 
District 17 would merge into Fire District 23 creating one fire district to provide fire and 
emergency medical services in the areas currently served by both districts.  
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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Auditor’s Office 
 
FROM: David E. Bailey, Chief Civil Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 
 
RE: Approval of Ballot Language and Explanatory Statement / FPD 17 Merger  
 
DATE: December 2, 2024 

 
 
 
Our office has reviewed the proposed proposition for Lewis County FPD 17 to merge 
into Pierce County FPD 23.  I noticed 2 issues with the proposal, emailed counsel about 
them, and he approved proceeding with the one change below. 
 
The ballot language and explanatory statement are impartial, written in clear and 
concise language, avoid the use of legal and technical terms whenever possible, but do 
exceed statutory word limits. 
 
So, for the ballot language, please change the language so it states:  
 

The Board of Fire Commissioners of Lewis County Fire Protection District No. 17 
adopted a resolution concerning its merger into Pierce County Fire Protection 
District No. 23.  This proposition would merge Lewis County Fire Protection 
District No. 17 into Pierce County Fire Protection District No. 23, creating one fire 
protection district to provide fire and emergency medical services for the areas 
currently served by the two districts. 

 
Our office approves as to form with the above change.  
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